June, 9 2002 Althing

Called to order by Duke Thane Hobbit Bloodstone

Prime Minister Gwenhwyfar reminded all in attendance of the use of Robert’s Rules of Order. 

Duke Hobbit gave a report on the status of the Duchy.  

· He reported that our evaluation approval rate for the weekend was 93%.

· The primary areas of concern with regards to the Fallen Rock Campground were:

· Responsible behavior with regards to mundanes

· No speeding or loud music

· Housekeeping and Picking up of trash

· Parking and keeping unnecessary cars out of the campground

· He would like to institute the position of cleanup crew consisting of 10-12 people

· Upon request, we may receive the key to the cleaning locker on site to keep the bathrooms clean.

· He stated that our overall group behavior was rated at 8 out of 10: near perfect, but could improve.

· He reported that the dates for the September coronation and November midreign have been set with the campground owners. It will be possible to plan the 2003 events in advance with the campground, possibly during the September Coronation.

· He reminded everyone of the pricing for various items while at the campground:

· For those who show up before Friday, the cost is $7 per night per 2 people.

· The cost for electrical hookups is $2.50 per night.

· He reported the list of medics, which currently include Tiberius, D’Gar, Junebug, Anton, Ferity, and Gwenhwyfar. 

· He requested additional information with regards to the relic list, he would like everyone who has input to email him.

Regent Varas gave his report.

· He thanked everyone for help with feast.

· He reported that he has lost his chain mail artisan for the workshops he is planning. Graham, Kain, and Azmandius volunteered.

Prime Minister Gwenhwyfar gave her report.

· The previous althing notes were read.

· Financial report: Due to a lot of funds changing hands at the event, a financial report was not available. She stated that our previous balance coming into the event was $1420.97. She estimated that our balance was approximately $2000.00. 

· She announced the pre-set dates for our next two weekend events. Coronation will be held September 20-22, and Midreign will be held November 15-17.

Old Business

Add the following to the cover sheet of the corpora:

The Duchy of the Rising Winds is a subgroup of the Kingdom of the Emerald Hills and conforms to all guidelines set forth in the Emerald Hills corpora. Any area not covered by the Corpora of the Duchy of the Rising Winds, but covered by the Emerald Hills corpora, shall default to the Emerald Hills corpora except in the event that the Duke and Prime Minister of the Rising Winds issue a clarification. 

Introduction to Amtgard


Amtgard is a vehicle of recreation. The Corpora of Laws and the Rulebook of Play are guidelines to aid in the interaction of people who participate in this game. 

Standard Disclaimers 

Amtgard officials (B.O.D. Members, Monarch, Prime Minister, Champion, Guildmaster of Reeves, etc.) are not responsible for any injuries sustained while playing Amtgard. 

Amtgard does not provide for religious affiliation. We are a non-sectarian organization. 

Amtgard does not condone any illegal activity or physical violence against another person. 

Vote at Althing:

For: 38

Against: 0 

Abstain: 1

Section I.6.e, under Credits – Change from:

“Attendance for special events, such as Coronation and Midreign, will result in the award of two credits for an attending member. The additional travel credits will not be awarded for these events.”

To:

“Attendance for special events, such as Coronation and Midreign, will result in the award of three credits for an attending member. The additional travel credits will not be awarded for these events.”

Cinder brought forth a question of travel to events. Gwenhwyfar stated that we currently award two points for each event without travel. 

Vote at Althing:

For: 33

Against: 0 

Abstain: 2

Section I.6.f – Change from:

“A member attending and taking part in Qualifications shall be awarded two credits.”

To:

“A member attending and taking part in either Qualifications or Dragonmaster/Weaponmaster shall be awarded one credit for each event. The additional travel credit may be awarded for these events”

Salazarian brought forth the possibility of rotating locations so GP may receive travel credits for 

Quals. Duke Hobbit replied that this was brought up before, but it was decided to keep GP the location because they’re central. Salazarian requested if the host park could get special credit. Members in attendance requested a wording change, Gwenhwyfar reminded all that to institute a wording change, the item for a vote must be voted down and a new proposal made during new business. 

Vote at Althing:

For: 5

Against: 26 

Abstain: 5

Section II.4.a.ii.3 – Change from

“Enter ten entries in the cultural qualifications with an average score of 3.”

To:

“Enter ten entries in at least 7 categories in the cultural qualifications with an average score of 3.”

Duke Hobbit mentioned this has been brought up before, however this is a new wording. Ogrim brought forth that a lot of different things is too diverse. Doc stated that a potential monarch needs to be diverse and a good Dragonmaster will do well over 10 categories. Kain Elverez suggested separating the categories down to additional subcategories. Gwenhwyfar reminded the purpose of this wording is to avoid category flooding, stating that a good garber can do 9 entries in the garbing categories. She read the categories listed in the corpora to demonstrate the categories that currently exist. Doc informed all that the SCA usually has over 50 categories.

Vote at Althing:

For: 19

Against: 7 

Abstain: 9

Section II.4.b.ii. – Change from 

“The Monarch will have an automatic seat at the Althing.”

To:

“The Monarch will have an automatic seat on the Board of Directors.”

Vote at Althing:

For: 31

Against: 2 

Abstain: 4

Section II.4.b.iii. – Change from 

“The Monarch will have the power to break ties at the Althings.”

To:

“The Monarch will have the power to break ties at the Althings and non-monarch elections.” 

Duke Hobbit pointed out that this traditional power was used for the GM elections, and the duke has to live with his decisions. Gwenhwyfar stated that this is a traditional power and this will just make it official. DogBoy reminded that this has come up before and questioned how the duke can break a tie if everyone hasn’t had a chance to vote. Azmandius brought forth the new voting procedures and pointed out that there are now plenty of opportunities for everyone to vote.

Vote at Althing:

For: 25

Against: 7 

Abstain: 4

Section II.4.b. Add: 

“ix. The Monarch may receive the title of Baron/Baroness after his/her term is over”

Ogrim asked who makes this decision. Gwenhwyfar informed all that usually the incoming monarch makes this decision. Doc backed this up by stating “if everyone liked him, the following monarch may give it.”

Vote at Althing:

For: 33

Against: 0 

Abstain: 1

Section II.5.a.ii.3 Change from

“Enter ten entries in the cultural qualifications with an average score of 3.”

To:

“Enter ten entries in at least ten categories in the cultural qualifications with an average score of 3.”

Talyn inquired why there was a higher requirement than monarch. Gwenhwyfar replied that the regent is in charge of the A&S. Regent Varas supported this change stating “it’s worth it.”

Vote at Althing:

For: 29

Against: 0 

Abstain: 7

Section II.5.b.vii. Change from:

“The Regent may receive the title of Countess/Count after her/his term is over.”

To:

“The Regent may receive the title of Baronet after her/his term is over.”
Vote at Althing:

For: 35

Against: 0 

Abstain: 7

Section II.6.b. Add: 

“ii. The Prime Minister may receive the title of Lord/Lady after his/her term is over”

Vote at Althing:

For: 34

Against: 0 

Abstain: 5

Section IV.1.a.ii- Change from:

“Place first in the Champion’s tournament at the Crown Qualifications event.”

To:

“Place first in the Champion’s tournament at the Crown Coronation event.”
Prime Minister Gwenhwyfar pointed out that when she fixed part of the corpora, she actually broke another part without realizing it. She pointed out the need to determine eligibility of the candidates for champion before they have their tournament.

Vote at Althing:

For: 34

Against: 0 

Abstain: 2

Section IV.1 Add: 

“g. The Champion may receive the title of Master after his/her term is over.”

Vote at Althing:

For: 34

Against: 0 

Abstain: 4

Section IV.1.f – Change From:

“The Champion shall not miss more than four weeks in a row or twelve weeks total else the current Defender will step into the role until a new tournament may be held.”

To:

“The Champion shall not miss more than four weeks in a row or twelve weeks total else the current Weaponmaster will step into the role until a new tournament may be held.”

Muad’dib Diablo inquired if this was isolated to the champion’s park or any park. Azmandius stated that if you’re shire champion, you should be at your shire; If you’re duchy, you should be in your duchy.
Vote at Althing:

For: 34

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0

Section IV.2. – Change From:
Defender

The Defender is the individual who placed first in the Dragonmaster/Weaponmaster Event held prior to Midreign. 

The Defender shall assist the Champion in all duties. 

If the Champion is unable to attend, the Defender will assume full responsibility. 

To:

Weaponmaster

The Weaponmaster is the individual who placed first in the warskill events at the Dragonmaster/Weaponmaster event held prior to Midreign. 

The Weaponmaster shall assist the Champion in all duties. 

If the Champion is unable to attend, the Weaponmaster will assume full responsibility. 

Vote at Althing:

For: 35

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0

Section IV.5.b. Add: 

iv. Scribe

Is responsible for publishing a bi-monthly club newsletter

Is responsible for keeping a list of awards, titles, and knighthoods issued by the Monarch during the reign 

Print any fliers, letters, or other news of the Crown and Prime Minister 

Work with the Monarch and PM to maintain a yearly calendar of events 

Keep the minutes of all Amtgard meetings and Althings 

Jolin inquired about the possibility of the populace not liking the scribe. Hobbit replied that it was his appointment/dismissal or an althing to remove them. Azmandius reminded all that an althing could do whatever is needed. 

Vote at Althing:

For: 34

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0

Delete Section IX.1.i Currently reads:

“The winner of the Warskill events at Crown Qualifications shall hold the title of Champion for six months.”

Vote at Althing:

For: 34

Against: 0 

Abstain: 1

Section IX.2. Add: 

“b. The winner of the Champion’s tournament at Coronation shall hold the title of Champion for six months.”

Vote at Althing:

For: 33

Against: 0 

Abstain: 1

Section IX.3.a. “Dragonmaster and Weaponmaster Events”  - Change from:

“These events will be held two or three weeks before a Monarch’s Midreign event.”

To:

“These events will be held four weeks before a Monarch’s Midreign event.”
Vote at Althing:

For: 35

Against: 0 

Abstain: 1

Section IX.3.c. “Dragonmaster and Weaponmaster Events” - Change from 

“Warskill Events shall be set forth by the current Defender.”

To:

“Warskill Events shall be set forth by the current Champion.”
Vote at Althing:

For: 35

Against: 0 

Abstain: 1

Section IX.4.a. “Midreign Feast” - Change from:

“The current Monarch holds the responsibility for planning the feast. This includes menu, recruiting members to assist and obtaining necessary equipment for the feast.”

To:

“The current Regent holds the responsibility for planning the feast. This includes menu, recruiting members to assist and obtaining necessary equipment for the feast.”
Vote at Althing:

For: 34

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0

Enact Rules clarification that states: “Pistol Crossbows are not to exceed 350 inch-pounds. Inch-pounds for crossbows is defined as the draw length (the distance from the string at rest to the string notch mechanism, in inches) times the draw strength (rated in pounds). 

Hobbit opened the discussion on this matter with a simple demonstration. He shot his pistol crossbow close up at Cinder and she laughed. He shot a bolt at Nobody and determined the effective range was approximately 25ft.

Gwenhwyfar stated that pistol crossbows should be limited to less than the force of a long bow at half draw due to the inability of crossbows to be “half-drawn”. She stated that the typical (amt)bow at full draw is over 950 inch-pounds, and at half draw is 490 inch-pounds. Since it is possible for a crossbow to be used at point-blank range, she suggested the 350 inch-pounds maximum.

Vote at Althing:

For: 36

Against: 1

Abstain: 2

New Business:

The following corpora changes were brought forth by Gwenhwyfar and seconded:

All sections: change all instances of “the Duchy of the Rising Winds” and “Duchy/Ducal” to “the Rising Winds” with the exception of the cover page.

Section I.3 change to include approval of the monarch. 

This topic contained a heated discussion regarding parents being present and the rights of the monarch versus the rights of the parents. The possibility of the monarch not being present before the child in question was brought forth and it was determined that the best course of action would be for the highest ranking official to give/deny approval and the monarch may veto this action upon his/her arrival. New motion was made to reword to include highest-ranking official.

Section II.4.b.v change to ‘fees and dues’

Section II.4.b.vi.1 add d. Master and e. Esquire

Section II.5.b.iii change to ‘fees and dues’

Section II.5.b.vi. add midreign feast and reword coronation feast from ‘next’ to ‘at the end of his/her term’

Section II.6.b change to  i. …not required to pay any fees or dues

Section II.6.b add iii. …will have and automatic seat on the Board of Directors.

Section II.6.b add iv   …has the power to break ties in the monarch’s election.

Section IV.3. Change to Read ‘Class Guildmasters’

Section IV.3.a. Change to Read ‘Class Guilds include all fighting guilds of the classes outlined in Amtgard’s official rulebook

Section IV.3.c. Change Midreign to Guild Elections, and add …and be at least 2nd level unless no other qualified candidates are available.

Section IV.3.d. Change to read: “Each fighting guild, the Circle of Knights, and the Circle of Steel will each vote for their guildmaster at the Guild Elections”

Section IV.3.d add i. One must have participated in a guild in the past six months in order to vote in the election of that guild’s guildmaster

Section IV.3.i.ii – Delete, in direct conflict with section IV.3.i.iii

Section IV.4.a. Change Midreign to Guild Elections

Section IV.4.f. Add “WM/DM”, and “The GMR may give the Reeves’ Test upon request”

Section IV Add 5.(Prior to Offices by Monarch’s Appointment) Circle of Steel

Section V.2. add d. …required to reeve at least one battlegame  per month

Section VII. Add 6. “The Prime Minister shall hold Crown Elections for two weeks following the determination of eligibility of the candidates who participated in Crown Qualifications

Section VII. Add 7. “The Prime Minister shall hold Guild Elections for two weeks following Dragonmaster/Weaponmaster. 

Section VII. Add 8. “The Monarch shall hold Prime Minister Elections in conjunction with Guild Elections”

Section VIII.2 Add Rose, Owl, Dragon, Garber, Lion, Crimson, Warrior, Smith, Valkyrie, Gladius, Hydra, and Cyclone

Section VIII.2.d Delete Mask (Kingdom-Level Award)

Section IX.1.a Change Crown Election to Crown Coronation.

Section IX.2 Add b. Shall be held in conjunction with Coronation

Section IX Add Crown Elections

Section IX Add Coronation

Section IX Add Guild Elections

Section IX Add Prime Minister Elections

Section X.4.a.i change to 3 entries in 3 categories or separate Regent and Monarch and set Regent’s quals to 3 in 3.

Open Forum.

Jolin brought forth the issue of “stick-jocks” not having to qualify in cultural competition. Many points were brought forth including the champion’s position being half the requirements for sword knight. Gwenhwyfar inquired what Jolin wished to change in the corpora. He replied that the Champion must participate in both all of the quals warskill events and the champion’s tournament. 

Jolin inquired as to why certain positions can have a champion while others can’t. He pointed out that some candidates have abused this privilege in the past and requested that the champion for a position be possible only if there is a physical restriction or a mundane matter that interferes with the candidate’s ability to take part in the warskill events.

Hobbit made a motion that all newsletters should contain “Gwenhwyfar is a sexy bitch”. Talyn seconded the motion. 

Varas made a motion to close the althing and was seconded
